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htnl f iirmv; hi we, or a n on Id j hp,wl rather '0 catch the lowest whit-n- o

on y netblilg, and 4a nothing? Sup- - per winch brealhes intention or purpose
pone he we Ut declare war sgaisMl a of encroachment on the public liberlte,
loreign Putter, rirjc) pui the arm) and ih- - and lo give hm voice brenth and ut'er-l- l

tt m action : an ara alill in bo siieni? i ika firi annearance of dauarl

nation, almost without anv discussion,
ihel'iuse of Representatives has been
pleased lo adopt it as its own, and these- -

by. .to become my accusers before the
country and before the world. The

F.xcimve authority of Hie People of
the United States; and it is in their
name, whose merH Hgent and servant I

am. and whose will declared it iheir
fundamental law. I dare not. even were

ly 'he most fit member to point nut the
course wbicli H became the House lo
pursue, in order to vindicate its honor
lt,us assailed.; and Mr. It wished to

that under Iftit impression b had
high character of such an accuser, the Is not his eve to traverse the whole bor
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gravity of the charges which have bee.o. gainst every attempt to break down the 'he propriety of such a movement on money on (he credit of the Urnt-- d Blaise is ,n, with the keen and eager vision of an
mado.'and. the judgment pronounced a- - undoubted constitutional power of this his pan, but he had declined lo soli are we yet lo waitfor impeachment? unbonded hawk, detecting, through all dis- -

gainst me by the adoption of ihe report department with a solemn intendment 'ronl motives ol delicacy, to which he Indeed, sir, in regard lo ibis borrowing, guise, every enemy advancing, in any
upon a dial inct and separate vole of ihe :of that fundamental law. had himself just alluded. urmev on ihe credit of the United States, form, toward tbo citadel which he.

House, leave me no alternative but to I am determined to uphold the Con As a member ol the select committee 1 wish to call the aiieniion of the Senate guard.
enter my solemn protest against the prr IslilUlionio this, as in other respects, to which bad made the report. as a member not only lo what might happen, hm 10 Sir. ihis watchfulness for public liber-cesdin- g.

as unjust to myself aa a man, the utmost of my ability, and in defiance of Ihe House, and a the Represents what ha aeiually happened. We are! tf, this duly of foreseeing danger end
as an invasion of my constitutional pow ol' all personal consequences. What ,,va of n poriien ol the free People of informed lhat ihe Port Otii e Department. prod liming i'. this promptitude end
ers as Chief Magistrate of the Ameri- - may hoppen lo an individual is of liiile tliiscnuutry, he fell upon to nn- - 4 department over which Ihe President bo'dness in resisting attacks on the Con-ca- n

People, and as a violation, in my importance; but the constitution of the dicate the honor aud independence wlncn Haim the same control as over the j stiiut. 011 from any quarter, this defence
person, of rights secured to every cit- - country, or any of its great and clear belonged to ihe Rprcseniatives ol ihe ,ei base, dually borwwsd near half a! of esiabltshed landmarks, this (earless

I inclined, to disobey, thai I protest a- -

princip'ea and pruvisions, is too saced.. . . .' .
to ne surrendered, under any circum- -
stances whatever, by those who are
uuMin wim m pwHwiran inu osivnm.i

Suppose we sbtfuld see turn borrowMcl

million of money on (he credit of the
Umied States,

The protest, as I hive already said.
mntenus inai nettfter ine senate nor ine

uie of Keperi-beniative- can eiBjtsisfl

opinioiia on the conduct of ihe Prexi- -'
deol, except in some foim connected

imMacb so thai it Ihe nnaver

populsr end Repreeeotallve bodies, eootd

Least of all should he beheld guiltless, anopimg the report ol the select com-wh-

placed at ihe head of one of iho mittee was without precedent in our
great departments of; the Government,1 parliamentary hlllnry. i0w seemed
should sbiink from the exercise of its;lnat 00 ln" occasion, the President'
unqueslianable authority on the most memory musi nave oeen in some degree of theie andimpeachment did no exist, these two bod v which gives up rights
important occasions, and should consent treacherous Another an I a very roem Houses, tl.oigh Ihey be representative duties, goes itself up. It is a represen-witho- ut

a struggle, to efface all the bar orol10 case of the like kind bad occur,
j bodies, though one of them be filled by lativa body no longer It has broken,

riers so carefully created by the People a'"f Wfe In which ihe President u,.. immediate Representatives of li.e Peo
'

the lie between itself and its constitu-t-
control and circumscribe the powers had btmsell taken an important pan; I IboKgh the) be constituted ike oiber ents. and henceforth is fit only 10 bern-

I a

ut'er a sv liable, although Ihey aw from which all appropriate principle Ol

Lxeroiive ei her trampling on their vitality has depar ed forever,
own rigfils and privileges, or grasping I ' I have thus endeavored to vindicate?

absolute aulborily and dominion over!
'

the right of the Senate to pass the res-th- e

liberties of the ecunlrv! Sir. 1 l.nrdlv olulion of ihe 2lih of Marc.i. notwith
llncxv l.nui l .no.lf uuL UUi .1 i" ' w n un nutit ill mi

, fo( maUn f ncroathineri,t ,

.;,';.,,,, . a ;.
swessai linn "ni i i ii

hould. draw up S paper COnta ininio such
lolly pretensions; pretensions which ' verv nignest importance, anu wnicnuo-woul-

have been met wilh scorn, in roancl nothing else than our utmost
at anv time since the revolu- - lention.

lion at iii. A m.a a bo al.oulJ stand i "The first object of a free people is

up, in either House of ihe British Par-

liament, to maintain thai the House
could not, by vr.ie or resolution, main-
tain iis own rights and privileges, would

.

make even the lory benches hang their "
heads (or verv shame. There was. in- -
decd, a time when suet, proceedings
were not allowed. S one o( the kings ol
Ihe S; u rt race would not tolerate them

sienal instance of roval displeasure
with ki proceedings of Parliament oc-- c

rrer! in Ihe reign ol Junes ihe First.
rbe House of commons sp-k- n snmeoc
rssion, of it own undoubted rights; and
priveleges.1 The King thereupon sent
them a letter, declaring lhat he wruld
n4 allow lhat they had any undoubted
rtg'ils; bul Ih.l whalthev enioved Ihev

b'H M by bis own roal grace
m l permis-io- Sir Iviward Coke and
Mr. Granville were not saii-fi.-- d with this is

title lo their privileges: and, under their
lead, Ihe If. use entered on its journals a

resolution asserting ils privileges, as its
own undoubted right, and manifest ini
determination lo maintain them os such.
This, saya the historian, so enraged his
majesty thai ho scut lor the Journal, had

brought into the council and there, in

hennscnceoftiicerea.fficcrsofsiaie,:?
tore nut Ihe off resolution with his'
own rnya, hand. He then dt.olved Par-- '

liament, and sent iis most refractory CI

members lo the lower 1 have no fear,
certainly, sir, tbst this Enish example
will be lollowrd on his occasion, lo ils
full extent ; nor would I insinuate that
any thing outrageous has been thought
ol.or intended, except outrageous preten-

sions: but such pretensions I must Im-

pute lo ihe au'hor ol :his protest, whoev-
er lhat author be.

"Whet this and Ihe other House .'hall
thf fr'fdnm 'perch and debate:

whrtt'hey " ""rrendor the rights of

personally indicated to (hat gentleman

truer. cm eople.
Irk.. I. J . I ..,-.- .

" 1,0 uuuereioou ine message wntcn
had been read at the clerk's table, ji do- -

.,, .,,.,. ,

II

ns

.

biiu wr. D. prop.iseo 10 measure out to
htm the very same he had melcd out lo nol
ihe then President ol ihe United Slates the

A resolution had been adopted, accor-
ding to which Congress wus lo adjourn at
at two o'clock lo morrow afternoon, and
ihere was therelore, no lime left for 'protracted debate on Ibis mailer; nor
was there iny nejd ol it; because ho'
meant, by ermiss;on of ihe Chair, t"

I

introduce an authority on Ihe right of .

lhat House to adopt the resolutions of
the report, which the President, in all
his insolence lo the Peop'e's repre-
sentatives, dare not question.

In lcS4 ihe Senate had adopted cer
lain resolutions condemning the course
of President Jackson in the removal of
ihe depositee from the Hank of United
States into ihe State Hanks. In conse-
quence of this movement on the part
of the Senate, President Juckson seni 10

thai body aprotcsi against the right of
he Senate lo express any opinion cen

Asuiing his public course; and what made
tho case then stranger than the present
case, was, that the Senate constituted the
jury by who. ii he was to bo tried should
any impeach.nent be brought against
him. The btnale, alter a long, elabor-
ate discussion of the whole matter, and
the uiosi eloquent and overpowering
torrent ol that ever was liaienid

tn this country, adopted ihe ibree
following resolutions:

1 Reiolerd, That while the Senate
is and ever will be ready to receive from
the President all such messages Mid

communications ssths CoiitlilttlWe) ami
laws and the usual coi.ree ol business
authorise turn to I runt mil to it, yet ii

recognise any right in him I -
make a imal protest voles and

itproceedings of the Senate, declaring
such voles and proceeding! to lie illegal
and Unconstitutional, and requesting the
Seniilo lo enter sucli protest 00 lis Jour-
nal.

Or. this resolution the yens and nns
were taken, and it w as adopted bv u

voie ol 21 lo 16; nnd among ihe recor-
ded voles in its favar stood ihe rnmes
of J'hu Tyler, now acting President ol
the United Stales, and Daniel Webster,
now his Prune Mimsder.

The second resolution was as fol-

lows:
2 Resolved, That ihe aforsaid protest

'

is a breach of the privileges of Iha BeiH
ate, ai d that it be not entered on the
journai.

The si'.mu vole, numerically, wus giv-

en lit favor of tit resolution; and
a'Viong ilie yeas stood ihe name ol lolin
Tyler, now acting President ol l he Uni-

ted Stales, and of Daniel Webster, now
his Prime Minister.

The third resolution read as follows:
3. Resolved, That the President of

the United State has no right la a
pro'.esl to Ihe Sana) let against any of its
proceedings .

And in sane ion oflhis resolution also
ihe record showed the names of the same
John Tsleraud Da nel Webster.

Mr. B, went on to say lhat it was not
often lhat he was driven lo ihe necessity
of adopting ihe sentiments others di-

stend of giving expression to Ins own; he
was in Ihe habit ol thinking, of speaktnjr.
ar.dofncting lor himse lf; bul, on this
occasion, he should adopt a lew extracts
ol ihe speech ol n gentleman whom,
whatever opinion he might hold con-

cerning certain parts ol his public course,
he never had hesitated lo admit to be the
ablest of jurists nnd the soundest ol

lawyers. Never were words
more applicable lo ihe very case now be-

fore Ihe House. This masterly speech
('.fMr. Wf.bstku) would be found in Ihe
I Ol tt volume of Galea nnd Seaion's Con-

gressional Debates, pnge G70:

"Mr President, I know not who wrote
this protest,' Nor do I know, said Mr.
Rotts, who wrote this. I am verv sure
John Tyler never did, (A voice, "Those
words urn not ihere n'e Ihev? ibey are
your own.") Yes, I am aslonished, as
well at ihe want of knowledge which il

displays of constitutional law, as of the
hih and dangerous prelensimis which
it puis forth. Neither brunch of Ihe
Legislature can express censure upon
(he President' conduct! Suppose, air,
(hat we sbonld see him enlisting troops, I
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Titeuty-sevciit- h m;i'ts
SECOND SESSION.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

TuEs,PAY,Aug.30, J842.
Mr. BOTTS called for the reading of

the message to day received from i.'c
President.

THE PROTEST.
The Speaker laid before the House

the following message, in writing, from
the President of the United Slates:

Washington, Aug. 30, 1842.
To the House of Representatives:

By the Constitution of the
United States it is provided that "every
bill which shall have passed the House
of Representatives and the Senate, shall, of

before it becomes a law, be presented
to the President of the United Statos;
if he approve, he shall sign it; but if
not, he shall return it to that House in
which it shall have originated, who
shall enter the objections at large upon
the Journal, and proceed to ro consi-
der"

In strict compliance with the positive
obligation thus imposed upon me by the
Constitution, not having been able to
bring myself to approve a bill which
originated in the House of Representa-
tives, eatuled, "An act to provide reve-
nue from imports, and to change and
modify existing laws imposing duties
on imports and lor other purposes,11 1

returned the same lo the House with
my objections to its becoming a law.
These objections, which had entirely
satisfied my own mind ol the great im-

policy, if not the unconstitutionality, of

the measure, were presented in the
most respectful, and even deferential,
terms. I would not have been so far
forgetful of what was due from one de-

partment of the Government lo another,
as to have intentionally employed, in
my official intercouse with the House,
any language that could be, in the
slightest degree, offensive to those to
whom it was addressed. If in assign
ing my objections to the bill, 1 had bo
far forgotton what was due lo the House
of Representatives as to impugn ita mo-

tives in passing the bill, 1 should owe
not only to that House, but to the coun-

try my most profound apology. Such
departure from propriety is, however,
rot complained of in any proceeding
which the House has adopiod. It has,
on the contrary, been expressly made a
subject of romark, and almost of com-

plaint, that the language in which my
dissent was couched was studiously
guarded and cautious.

Such being the character of the offi-

cial communication in question, I con-

fess 1 was totally unprepared for the
course which has been pursued in regard
to it. In the exercise of the powei to
regulate its own proceedings, the House,
for the firsttime.it is bolieved, in the
history of the Government, thought
proper to refer the Message to a Select
committee of its own body, for the pur-
pose (as my respect to the House would
have compelled me to infer) ofdohber
ately weighing the objections urged

the bill by the Executive, with
a view to i is own judgment upon the
question of the final adoption or rejec-

tion of the measure .

Of the tamper and feelings in relation
to myself ol some of the members selec-

ted for the performance of this duty, 1

have nothing to say. That was a mat
ter entirely within the discretion of the
Ilouie of Representatives. But that
committee, taking a different view of
its duty from that which I should have
supposed had led to its creation, instead
ol confining itself to the objections urg-

ed against the bill, availed itself of the
occasion formally lo arraign the motives
of the President for others of his acts
since h i s induction into office. In the
absence of all proof, and, as I am bound
10 declare, against all lew or precedent
in parliamentary proceedings, and. at
the some lime, in a manner which n
Would be difficult to reconcile with a
comity hitherto sacredly observed in the
intercourse between independent and
Co ordmato departments o f iho Govern
ment, ii has assailed my whole official
conduct without a shadow ol a pretext
for such assault, and, slopping short of
impeachment, has charged me never
theless, with offences declared to des-

erve impeach nent. Had the extranr
dinary report which the committee thus
made lo iho House been permitted lo
remain without the sanction of the lat
ter, should not have ultered a regret or
complaint upon the subject. Rut, unac
companied as it is by any panicle ol
testimony to support the charges it
11 contains, without a deliberate exami

resistance of whatever wouldjtranscend
or remove them, all belong to ihe repr-
esent ive character, are interwoven with

ns very nature, and of which it cannot
be deprived without converting an se
live, intelligent, faithful agent of thai

peop'e into an unresisting and passive

insl rnmn rit o f nower. A reoresenlative

gardd a so men, self sacrificed mas.

atarvlincp the denial of the fiohl in the)
a - - D

protest.
..n,, .here are other. settmenls and

opinions
.

expressed
.

in the protest,
jl;-lj- -

of tho

the preservation of iheir liberty; aod
iberiy is only to be preserved by main

taining constitutional restraints and just
divisions

.
ol political

.
power.

j
Nothing

more deceptive or more Dangerous
Iha" ll,e Pretence ol a desire to sim- -
plily government. The simplest gov-

ernments are despotisms; the next sim-

plest, limi'ed monarchies; bul ail re-

publics, all governments of law, must
imposts numerous limitations and quali-

fications of authority, and give many pos-

itive and many qualified rights. In oth-

er words, they must be subject to rule
aed regu'ation This is the very es-

sence ol free political institutions). Tho
spirit of liberty is, indeed, a bold it fear-

less spirit; but it is also a sharp-aigthe-

spirit; il is a cautious, sagacious, dis-

criminating, far seeing intelligence; it
ja!ous of encroachment, jealous of

Per jealous of man. It oemanae
checks, it seeks for guards, it insists on

securities; il entrenches uself behinrj

strong defences, and fortifies, with all
possible care, sgsinst the asiaulta of
ambition and passion. It does not trust
the amiable weaknesses ol human na
ture, and therefore it will not permit

. . n.MArika1 limit.
K benevolence, good iptent, and

V

f2S S . Lluuen it bi.vibij iiaun - -- -

lamnn.vir roclalani-- In itleoal. &Uthort
ICIII ' IUIU, J ..."c. ,u-..- ;.. I. .b. fnr itnr- a-ty- -

lion and nermonence. It looks befora
and alier; and, building on experience"

of ages which are past, it labors dili-

gently for ages to come. This is the
nature of constitutional liberty, if wo
will rightly understand and preserve it.
Every free Government is necessarily
complicated, because all such Govern-mmi- ii

Aeohliah restraints, as well on
,he power of Government itself as on

xhtt o( individual. If we will abolish

r
ly simplify Gjvernment. But asepar-aiio- n

of departments, so far as practica-
ble, and ihe preservation of clear lines
of division between lham, is the lunda- -
mental idea in the creation of all our
constitutions; and, doubtless, tne con'
tiouance ol regulated iibeny depcnJs on
maintaining these boundaries."

A separate question was ordered on
each resolution, and ihe yeas and nays
were ordered ; and on Ihe first resolu-

tion the voie resulted as follows:
Yeas 87 nays 4b'

So ihe first resolution was adopted.
On ihe second resolution the vote

stood as follows:
Yeas 86 nsys 48
So the second resolution was adopted:
On ihe third resolution the vole stood

as follows:
Yeas nays 53.
So the third reso ut ion was adopted:
The question on the lourth resolution

was then taken and the vote resulted as
follows:

Yeas 62 nays 69.
So ihe luurih resolution waa rejected.

UNRMVARDGD FAITH.
"You take a great deal more trouble

than you need with your little crops, nig-

ger. There ain't gotn' to be any frost.
Besides, you should trust in Providence.
'Providence!' answered CutT, passion-

ately. "J iruss to bun last siasum, mas-sa.a-

he freeze all my latere. 1 won't
hab uuiin lodo wid him agin!"

The Florida war baa been ended
u u.

izen oy the laws and the Constitution.
.n. . n . . . .

1 not hos entrusted to lbs
House of Representatives the sole pow- -

er of imnaachment. Such imneauhmont
is required, at all times, to be tried before
the most august tribunal known to our
institutions. The Senate of the United
States, composed of the Representatives
of the sovereignty of Iho States, is con-

verted into a hall of justice, and in order
10 ensure the strictest observance of the
rule of evidence and of legal procedure,
the Ch.'ef Justice of tho United States,
the highos! judicial functionary of the
land, is required to preside over its de
liberations. In he presence of such jud-

icatory the voice of faction is to be it

silent, and the sentence of guilt or inno
cence is pronounceJ under the most sol.
emn sanctions of religion of honor, and

law. To such a tribu.?' does the
Constitution authorize the Houso of

Representatives to carry up its accusa-

tions against any chief of tho Execu
live Department whom it may believe to
be guilty ol high crimes and misdemea-
nors. Before that tribunal the accused
is confronted with his accusers, and may
demand the privilege which the justice
of the common law secures to the hum-
blest cilizen , of a full, patient, and im-

partial inquiry, into the feels, upon the
testimony of the witnesses, rigidly ex
amined, and deposing in the face of day.
If such a proceeding had been adopted
towards roe, unjust as 1 should have cer-
tainly regarded it, I should, 1 trust,
have met with a becoming constancy a

trial as painful as it would have been
undeserved. would have manifesied,
by a profound submission to the laws of
my country, my perfect faith in her jui-
uce; and, relying 00 the purity ol my
motives, and the rectitude of my conduct
should have looked firward with confi
dence to a triumphant refutation in the
presence of that country, and by the
solemn judgment of such a tribunal, not
only of whatever charges might have
been formally preferred against mo, but
of all the calumnies of which I have
hitherto been the unresisting victim.
As it is, 1 have been accused wilhoul ev
idence, and condemned without a hear
inn. As far as such proceedings can ac
complish it, I am deprived of public con-

fidence in the administration of the Go-

vernment, and denied even the bostof
a good name a name transmitted lo
me from a patriot father, prized a my
proudest inheritance, and carefully pre-
served for those who are to come after
me, as tho most precious of all earthly
possessions;

I am not only subjected lo imputation
nfTucling my character as Jan individual,
but am charged with offences against
the country, so grave and so henious as
to deserve public-- disgrace and disfran-
chisement I am charged with violating
pledges which I uevor gave; and, be-

cause I execute what I believe to be the
law, wilh usurping powers not conferred
by law; and, above all, with using the
powers conlerred upon tho President by
the Constitution from corrupt motives
and for unwarrantable ends. And
these charges are meda without any
panicle of evidence to sustain them,
and, as 1 solomnly affirm, without any
loundalion in truth.

Why is a proceeding of this sort
al this timet Is Ihe occasion for

it found in the faci, that having been
elected to the second office under the
Constitution by the tree and voluntary
suffrages ol the people, I have succeed
ed to ihe first, according to the express
provisiens of the fundamental law of the
same People? Il is true that the

of ihe Vice President to the
Chief Magistracy has never occurred
before, and that all prudent and patriot
ic minds have looked on this new trial
of the wisdom and stability of our in

stitutions wuh somewhat anxious con-

cern. I have bean mode to feel too
sensibly the difficulties of my unprece
denied position not to know all that is
intended to bo conveyed in the reproach
cast upon a President without a party.
Hut 1 found mysell placed in this re-

sponsible station by no usurpation or
contrivance of my own. I was called
lo it. under Providence, by ihe Supreme
law of ihe land, and the deliberately
declared will ol the people. It is by

them, the people, that 1 have been cio-thu-

with ihe high powers which they
have seen fit to confide lo their Chief
Magistrate, and been charged with the
tolemnresponsibi!ity under which those
powers are to be exercised. Il is lo
them I hold mysolf answerable, as a
moral agent, for a free and conseienti-ouadischurg- e

ol ihe duties which they
have imposed upon me. It is not as an
individual merely that I am now called
upon to resist ihe encroachment of un-

constitutional power- - i represent the

confided to their various agents. It
may be desirable, as tho majority of ihe
House of Representatives has declared

is, that no such checks upon the will
of the Legislature should be suffered to
continue, This is a mailer for ihe
People and Stales to decide; but. until
they shall have decided it. I shall feel
myself bound to execute, without fear
or favor, the law as it has been written
by our predecessors.

1 protest against this whole proceed --

in'roflhe House of Representstives, as
ex parte and extra judicial. I protest
against it, nsiuuverstvo ni t tie common
right of all citizens to be condemned on
ly upon a fair and impartial trial, accor
ding to law and evidence before the
country 1 protest against il as destruc-
tive of all the cc.mily of intercourse bo

tween the Departments of this Govern-
ment, and destined sootier or later, to
lead to conflict faial to the peace of the
country and the integrity of the Con-

stitution, I protest against it in Ihe
nsmeofthst Constitution which is not
only my own shield of protection and
Vlefnce, but that of every American cil-

izen. 1 protest against it in the name
of the people, by whose will I s and
where 1 do, and by whose authority I

exercise the Kiwer which 1 am charged
with having usurped, Rnd to whom I am
responsible for a linn and faithful dis-

charge, according lo my own convic-
tions of duty, ol iho hitfh stewardship
confided to me by them. I protest

it in the name of all regulated
liberty, and sit limited Government, as
a proceeding lending lo the utter de-

struction ol the checks and balances of
the Constitution, and the accumulating
in the hands of the House of Represen
tees, or a bsre majority of Congress Tor

the time being, an uncontrolled and des-

potic power. And 1 respectfully osk
lhat this, my Protest, may be entered
upon the Journal of the douce of Rep
resentatives, a a solemn and formal
declaration, for all time 10 come, of ihe
injustice and unconstitutionality of such
a proceeding.

j mn i v ir.K
The reading of the messoge having

been concluded,
Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor; but

yielded it at ihe request of

Mr. ADAMS, who asked it but for a

minute or two. He said there seemed
lo be an expeclstian on ihe p t rt of some
gentlemen lhat he should propose to ihe
llousy somo measure suitable 10 be adop
led on the present occasion, Mr. A.
know of no reason for such an expecia
ttnn but the fact that he had been the
mover of the resolution lor the appoint-
ment o( the committee which had mhde
the report referred 10 in the message,
had been appointed by Ihe Speaker
chairman of the committee, and thai
the report against which the President
of Ihe United Slates had sent to the
House such a multitude of protosts was
written by him. So fares 11 had been
so written, Mr A. held himself respon
sible to tho House, to the country, to
the world, and to posiority; and, so far
os he was the author of the report, he
held himseif responsible to the Piesi
dent also; the President should hear
from him elsewhere than here on that
subject (Some laughter, and cries of

'Hear lhat! will he tight him?)
Mr. A. went on 10 say thai it was he

causo the report had heon adopted by

the House, and not because it had been
written by him, that the President had
sent such a bundle of protesis and there-

fore Mr. A. lelv no necessity or obliga-

tion upon himeelf to propose what mea
sure the House ought to odopt for the
vindication ol its own dignity and honor;
and perhaps, friim considerations of del

icacy, he was the very lasl man in the
House who should propose any meas-

ure under ihe circumstances.
Mr. BOTTS now resumed the floor

Hut for ihe remaiks which had just fill

len Irom the gentleman from Massa- -

chusoiis, he should hold thai he owed

an apologv to ihe House and lo Ihe

count! y lor being the first lo move on

this occasion. As the oldest member

"f the House, ihe most experieuend Hie

wisest, apart from the other circum

stances of the case, the venerable gen-

tleman from Massachusetts was certain- -

pumicy anajreny canvassing nu wj)e distinction of branches, and have
partam measures of the Executive, tchen but one branch; if we will then ordain
lej shall nnt be alloSptd to maintain ,he Pgisalor ,hall himself be lhat
then own authority and their oWn priti judge;and if we will place Execu'ivo
leges, by vo:e, aeclaration or resolution,'; nower ; ,ne same bands, we may readi- -

.i ai i. i ... y r, ,
uiey win ut no lunger jree nipresen'a- -

tires of a free people, but slaves them
selves, and fit instruments to mak slates
if olh, rs?

"The protest, Mr. President, concedes
what it doubtless reaids as a liberal
right of discussion to Ihe People them
selves. Bul is language, even in ac-

knowledging this right of ihe People to
discuss ihe conduct ol iheir servants, is

qualified and peculiar, The fiee people
of the United Slates, il declares, have an
undoubted right to discuss the oft'nal con
duct of the President, in such language
und lorm na ihey may ihink proper,
'subject only to the restrains of truth and
justice.' But, then, who is to be the
pidge of this troth and justicel Are Ihe

People to judge lor tin mse Ives, or are
libera lo judge Ibi lliem? The protest is

here speaking ol polmcal rights, and
not moral riehls, and if restraints are im-

posed on politic. il rights, ii mustlollow,
nf course, lhat others are lo dbCide, when-

ever Ihe case arises, wbe her these re-

straints have been violated. Il is strange
that ihe writer ol the protest did not per-

ceive that, by using this language, he
whs pushing he Piesident into a direct
avowal of the doctrines al 1(98. The
text of ihe proles! and the text of the ob

in ixious act ol lhat year are nearly iden
tical,

But, sir, if ihe People heve a right lo

discuss Ihe olficia I conduct of the Exe-

cutive, so have iheir Represenlalives
VV'e have been uiught lo regard a Rej

of the People a a sentinel on
.he we.lch-lewe- r ol liberty! Is he he to

be deaf, though sounds of peril fill the
air? Is he to be dumb, while n thousand
dunes impel bim lo raise ihe cry olalurni?


